
 
Theatre 3731: History of Performance I 

SYLLABUS 
 

 

TERM: Autumn 2019 

CREDITS: 3 

LEVEL: U 

CLASS TIME: T & TH 11:10 AM - 12:30 PM 

LOCATION: Drake 2068 

INSTRUCTOR: Stratos E. Constantinidis 

OFFICE: Drake 1107 

OFFICE EMAIL:  Constantinidis.1@osu.edu 

OFFICE PHONE:  (614) 688-4667 

OFFICE HOURS:  T 12:40 - 2:00 PM & by appointment

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This course surveys representative plays and performances in Europe and Asia from 534 

B.C.E. to 1728. It focuses on the plays and the cultures that these plays reflect, the theatres in which they were performed, 

and the staging conventions of their day. 

  

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:   

1. To better appreciate the historical and pluralistic significance of theatre, as an institution, globally. 

2. To sharpen one’s aesthetic judgment (interpretation & evaluation) of major plays and performances. 

3. To perfect one’s ability to read carefully and to write effectively about plays and their restaging. 

 

TEACHING METHOD:  Lecture/Report/Discussion 

  

REQUIRED TEXTS: 

Gainor, et al. (eds). The Norton Anthology of Drama (3rd edition, volume 1, 2017) 

The texts can be purchased at the Barnes & Noble Bookstore. 

 

ASSIGNMENTS:    
Readings: The readings should be completed prior to each class meeting. Each student is expected to bring his/her copy of 

the assigned play and texts to class on the appropriate day. Assignments will be collected at the beginning of class. 

Reports: Each student is responsible for giving two reports and for leading the discussion on those days. Each report is due 

on the day for which the student signed up to give his/her report. 

Term paper: A seven-page research paper on a topic of the student’s choice is due on Tuesday, November 19, 2019. Each 

student is expected a) to use scholarly sources in addition to the course readings, and b) to discuss the first draft of the 

term paper with the instructor by visiting his office between August 27 and November 14, 2019 to receive feedback 

(edits and/or suggestions) on how to improve the term paper. 

Term paper guidelines: The term paper should be selected from the assigned readings. It should be typed in “Times New 

Roman” font and 12pt font size in double-spaced lines on 8 ½’’ by 11” paper with one inch margins on all sides, and 

with numbered pages. Footnotes and a bibliography are required. 

Final exam: Drake 2068, Monday, December 9, 2019, 12:00 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. The exam will cover all of the assigned 

readings for this course. Each question on the exam requires an answer of no more than two brief paragraphs. 

Performance Reviews: Each student is required to see two shows staged by the theatre department and to write a one-page 

single-spaced performance review about each show. Both performance reviews should be typewritten. 

 

GRADING:  Grading statement followed by breakdown: 

Attendance & participation in class discussion……..10% 

Reports  ...................................................................... 10% 

Term paper ................................................................. 40% 

Performance reviews…………………………..……10% 

Final Exam ................................................................. 30% 

Total 100% 

 

ATTENDANCE: This class requires regular, on time attendance & participation in all discussions. “Incomplete” will be 

given only in the event of prolonged illness. 


